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acquired JDS Uniphas 
JDS Uniphase Corp., (San 
Jose, CA, USA) has ac- 
quired Epitaxx Inc., 
(Trenton, NJ, USA) a sup- 
plier of optical detectors 
and receivers for fibre 
optic telecoms and CATV 
networks.The majority of 
Epitaxx shares are held 
by a subsidiary of 
Nippon Sheet Glass Co., 
Ltd. (NSG) of Tokyo, a ma- 
jor flat glass manufactur- 
er in Japan, and is a key 
supplier of components 
to JDS Uniphase. 
“We are very pleased 
to bring Epitaxx into the 
JDS Uniphase family,” said 
Kevin Kalkhoven, JDS 
Uniphase Co-Chairman 
and CEO. “The capability 
to supply advanced de- 
tectors and receivers, 
both in component form 
and as part of integrated 
modules, is a very signifi- 
cant step for JDS 
Uniphase in expanding 
our active optoelectronic 
product lines. We offer 
the broadest range of 
components and mod- 
ules in the fibre market- 
place available today 
from any independent 
merchant vendor and be- 
lieve that the acquisition 
of Epitaxx will further 
extend our leadership 
role in providing com- 
plete solutions to our 
customer base.” 
Mr. Yozo Tzuhara, 
President of NSG, com- 
mented, “This transaction 
marks another milestone 
in NSG’s increasingly 
close relationship to JDS 
Uniphase, which is a ma- 
jor customer of our mi- 
cro-lens products. We 
look forward to continu- 
ing collaboration be- 
tween the tW0 
companies in providing 
advanced products and 
technologies for the 
rapidly growing fibre 
telecoms marketplace.” 
“We look forward to 
joining JDS Uniphase 
and to integrating our 
technology and prod- 
ucts with the wide array 
of products offered by 
JDS Uniphase,” added 
Dr. Yves Dzialowski, 
President and COO of 
Epitaxx. “This new rela- 
tionship coincides well 
with our existing efforts 
to leverage our techno- 
logical leadership into 
advanced optical detec- 
tors and receivers and to 
significantly increase 
our manufacturing ca- 
pacity, particularly for 
our 2.5 and 10 Gb/s APD 
receivers and detectors 
for optical network 
monitoring.” 
JDS Uniphase was 
formed in January this 
year after a merger be- 
tween JDS FITEL Inc. and 
Uniphase Inc. The acqui- 
sition of Epitaxx is the 
first major corporate an- 
nouncement of the new 
company. 
Since its founding, 
Uniphase has grown 
very rapidly through a 
series of acquisitions 
and mergers. JDS Most 
recently, Uniphase an- 
nounced the acquisition 
of Ramar Corp., 
(Northborough, MA, 
USA) a developer of 
lithium niobate-based in- 
tegrated optical compo- 
nents for the telecoms 
industry. In September, 
AFC Technologies, (Hull, 
Quebec, Canada), a spe- 
cialist in the develop- 
ment of optical 
amplifiers and broad- 
band instruments, was 
also acquired. 
JDS Uniphase Inc; tel: 
+1-408-4341800 ; fax: 
+1-408-954-0405. 
IAF - Alcatel develop 26 GHz multimedia MMICs 
RESEARCHERS at the 
Fraunhofer Institute for 
Applied Solid State 
Physics L%F (Freiburg, 
Germany) are develop- 
ing GaAs MMICs for 
broadcasting stations. A 
wide variety of different 
functions can be inte- 
grated on a single chip, 
with no complicated as- 
sembly or contact tech- 
niques required. 
When using the 
Internet, downloading of 
multimedia applications, 
such as video sequences 
for home learning can be 
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lengthy One answer is to 
use radio systems broad- 
casting in the gigahertz 
range. However, existing 
broadcasting systems al- 
most all function in a 
one-way direction, with 
one transmitter sending 
information to many re- 
ceivers. But in future, in- 
teractive systems for 
two-way communication 
will come to the fore. 
This will call for trans- 
mission and receiver 
units for both the broad- 
casting centre and the 
end-user. 
“In this respect, the high 
frequencies have an ad- 
vantage,” emphasizes 
Michael Schlechtweg of 
the IAE “The higher the 
frequency, the smaller 
the antennas can be.The 
units for transmitting 
and receiving the broad- 
cast data will be no big- 
ger than a shoe box.” 
The key components 
of the transmitter units 
are GaAs power ampli- 
fiers the circuits for 
which are being devel- 
oped by engineers at 
IAE 
In collaboration with 
Alcatel in Stuttgart, the 
IAF researchers have de- 
veloped a MMIC for use in 
transmitters at broadcast- 
ing stations. The circuit 
operates at a frequency of 
28 GHz and has a maxi- 
mum output of 850 mW! 
Field trials have mean- 
while successfully demon- 
strated the transmission of 
multimedia data. 
Fraunhofer Institute for 
Applied Solid State 
Physics : tel: +49-76151- 
59534; fax: +49-7-6151- 
59111. 
